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Feiwi or kijoa? Freak fruit found growing in 
Kerikeri garden  

Before reading. Topic discussion. 

 

What words do you think of when you hear the word, ‘garden? Write your words below and  

discuss. Choose one word and talk about it for one minute. 

 

Answer or brainstorm possible answers to the questions below. Use the internet to research more if 

required. 

 

1. Read the title at the top of the page. What does freak mean? What is a freak storm?  

 

 

2. What is a feijoa?  

 

 

3. What are three kinds of kiwi? 

 

 

4. Who is Mr. McGregor and how does the title relate to him? 

5. Name the parts of a plant? What are sepals? 

NZ Herald Article: 



Feiwi or kijoa? Freak fruit found growing in 
Kerikeri garden  

 

Read the article on p4. Circle the words below in the article. Write the definition for the word. 

Write a sentence for the words showing understanding in context to the text. Study this vocabulary 

for the test. 

Write an informational essay. Write 100-150 words.  

 

Research and write an informational essay explaining the importance of honey bees.  

1. slightly 

2. perched 

3. combination 

4. remain 

5. invaded 

6. souvenir 

7. surmised 

8. instead 

9. gravity 

10. vulnerable 
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The Article 
 

A Northland woman has discovered 

what could be the ultimate Kiwi icon 

growing in her backyard.  

While picking fruit during the   

weekend, she found  something that 

looked exactly like a kiwi, albeit a slightly fuzzy green one, 

perched on a branch of her feijoa tree. 

The grower of this combination of two great Kiwi icons wanted     

to remain anonymous, lest her garden be invaded by souvenir 

hunters, but she did let neighbour Karli Thomas take a photo. 

''If I hadn't seen it myself, I would've thought it had been         

photoshopped. It's a perfect freak of nature.'' 

Thomas surmised the feiwi, or possibly the kijoa, had come about 

when a feijoa had started growing upwards instead of  downwards, 

with gravity bending the fruit over until it just happened to rest on 

a branch. 

The stem looks like a beak, the bulbous fruit resembles a kiwi's 

body, and the sepals (part of the feijoa flower) look like feet. 

Alternative names include pineapple guava and guavasteen. 

The feijoa is part of the Myrtaceae family of plants, along with   

pohutukawa, and mānuka, making it vulnerable to myrtle rust.  

NZ Herald Article: 

 

Practice reading the article with a partner. Speak in a loud voice but do not shout! Nor as quiet as a 

church mouse! Read fluently and clearly. No robot voices please!  
 

Reread the article and analyze each sentence. Use clues within the text to gain understanding. 

Break down each sentence into its parts. Strip it down to its definition. After reading, complete the 

comprehension questions. Are the answers the correct? Which answers were wrong? Why were 

they wrong? What needs to be done to improve? Is the article too difficult or too easy? A little 

homework to improve a weakness, maybe? BTW, you’re doing great….continue!  

Feiwi or kijoa? Freak fruit found  
growing in Kerikeri garden  
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After Reading.  

 

Reread the article and circle the words you don’t understand and find their meanings in an English  

dictionary. 

 

 

Write five questions about the article. Share your questions with your classmates. Ask a partner your 

questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reread the article as fast as you can. Make sure to read the article correctly. 

 

 

Recall the correct information to fill the gaps. Then, create your own ending. 

 

1. A Northland woman has discovered what could be... __________. 

2. While picking fruit during the weekend, ... __________. 

3. The grower of this combination of two great Kiwi icons ... __________. 

4. ''If I hadn't seen it myself I would've ... __________. 

5. Thomas surmised the feiwi, had come about when ... __________. 

6. The stem looks like ... __________. 

7. The bulbous fruit resembles ... __________. 

8. Alternative names include ... __________. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Day 1 Next Day After 3 Days After 5 Days After 1 Week 

     

NZ Herald Article: 
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Answer the questions about the article. Write your answers in a complete sentence. 

 

1. Where exactly was the Kiwi icon grown?  

 

 

 

2. Describe the Kiwi icon. 

 

 

 

3. What was the Kiwi icon doing when it was found? 

 

 

 

4. What other two Kiwi icons are inferred in the article? 

 

 

 

5.  What caused the ‘bending’? 

 

 

 

6. What parts of the Kiwi icon have human characteristics? 

 

 

 

7. What plants are from the Myrtaceae family? 

 

 

 

8. What can myrtle rust do?  

NZ Herald Article: 
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Fill in the blank with the correct vocabulary. 

slightly       perched       combination       remain      invaded 
 

souvenir       surmised       instead       gravity       vulnerable 

1. A man __________ the field during a soccer game. 

2. I will eat fruit __________ of cake. 

3. My teacher bought a __________ during her vacation. 

4. The colour is __________ different to mine. 

5. The cubs are __________ to predators when they are born. 

6. The teacher __________ that the reading book is too difficult. 

7. The box fell to the ground because of __________. 

8. The children __________ in the class during morning tea. 

9. My friend wanted a __________ of yellow and blue candy. 

10. The parrot is __________ high in the tree. 

 

Write 2 synonyms for each word. Write a sentence using one of the synonyms. 

 

1. slightly 

 

 

2. combination 

 

 

3. invaded 

 

 

4. instead 

 

 

5. gravity 

Feiwi or kijoa? Freak fruit found growing in 
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Discuss which phrase matches are possible. Match the beginning phrase to the correct end phrase 

from the article and write it in the space below. 

1. the ultimate Kiwi icon  

2. she found something that looked  

3. but she did let neighbour Karli Thomas  

4. I would've thought  

5. a feijoa had started growing upwards 

6 it just happened  

7. the sepals (part of the feijoa flower) look 

8. along with pohutukawa, and mānuka, 

a. it had been Photoshopped 

b. like feet 

c. to rest on a branch 

d.  making it vulnerable to myrtle rust.  

e. instead of downwards 

f. growing in her backyard 

g, exactly like a kiwi 

h. take a photo 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

 

Fill the space with the correct word. Use a dictionary and text clues to find the answer. 

settled       presumed       stayed      breached 
 

memento       mix       somewhat       defenceless 

1. A man __________ the field during a soccer game. 

2. My teacher bought a __________ during her vacation. 

3. The colour is __________ different to mine. 

4. The cubs are __________ to predators when they are born. 

5. The teacher __________ that the reading book is too difficult. 

6. The children __________ in the class during morning tea. 

7. My friend wanted a __________ of yellow and blue candy. 

8. The parrot is __________ high in the tree. 

NZ Herald Article: 
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6. 

7. 

8. 



 

Substitute the underlined words to create a new sentence unrelated to the text. Write an example 

sentence as a group and write two sentences of your own. Share your sentences with your classmates. 

1. While picking fruit during the weekend, she found something that looked  

 exactly like a kiwi. 

example) 

a) 

b) 

2. If I hadn't seen it myself, I would've thought it had been photoshopped. 

example) 

a) 

b) 

3. It just happened to rest on a branch. 

example) 

a) 

b) 

4. The stem looks like a beak, the bulbous fruit resembles a kiwi's body. 

example) 

a) 

b) 

5. The feijoa is part of the Myrtaceae family of plants. 

example) 

a) 

b) 

NZ Herald Article: 
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Write your own sentence using the sentence prompt. 

 

NZ Herald Article: 

1. … growing in her backyard 

2. … wanted to remain anonymous... 

3. It's a perfect... 

4. … had come about when ... 

5. … making it vulnerable to ... 

 

Reread the article and circle the words ’albeit’ and ’lest’. Complete the sentence with one of  the words 

’albeit’ or ’lest’.  

1. He is wearing headphones, __________ he disturb anyone.  

2. It was an interesting conversation, __________ one person spoke. 

3. The blue team won the game, __________ the red team played better. 

4. The actor doesn't leave the hotel, __________ he is recognized.  

10 

Albeit is a conjunction that means ‘even though’ or ‘although’. It can 

sometimes be used instead of although, even though, or even if.   

Feiwi or kijoa? Freak fruit found growing in 
Kerikeri garden  

Lest is a conjunction that means ‘in case’ or ‘to avoid the risk of’. The 

phrase "lest we forget" is used in ceremonies to commemorate wars.  



The Article 
 

A Northland woman has discovered 

what could (1)_____ the ultimate 

Kiwi icon growing in her backyard.  

While picking fruit (2)_____ the   

weekend, she found  something that 

looked exactly like a kiwi, (3)_____ a slightly fuzzy green one, 

perched on a branch of her feijoa tree. 

The grower of this combination of two great Kiwi icons wanted to 

remain anonymous, (4)_____ her garden be invaded by souvenir 

hunters, but she did let neighbour Karli Thomas take a photo. 

''If I hadn't seen it myself, I would've thought it had been         

photoshopped. It's a perfect freak of nature.'' 

Thomas surmised the feiwi, (5)_____ possibly the kijoa, had come 

about (6)_____ a feijoa had started growing upwards instead of  

downwards, with gravity bending the fruit over (7)_____ it just       

happened to rest on a branch. 

The stem looks like a beak, the bulbous fruit resembles a kiwi's 

body, and the sepals (part of the feijoa flower) look like feet. 

Alternative names include pineapple guava (8)_____ guavasteen. 

The feijoa is part (9)_____ the Myrtaceae family of plants, along 

(10)_____ pohutukawa, and mānuka, making it vulnerable to myrtle 

rust.  

NZ Herald Article: 

 

Reread the article and fill the spaces with the correct preposition or conjunction.  

 

Feiwi or kijoa? Freak fruit found  
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with       or       during       of      in 
 

until       when       lest       and       albeit 



 

Fill in the blank with the correct beginning question words. (Who is, What did, When has, etc) 

NZ Herald Article: 

1.      a Northland woman done? 

2.      she find something? 

3.      it? 

4.      the bulbous fruit resemble? 

5.      the sepals look? 

 

Write the question for the answer. 
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A Northland woman has discovered the ultimate Kiwi icon. 

While picking fruit during the weekend, she found something. 

It's a perfect freak of nature. 

The bulbous fruit resembles a kiwi's body. 

The sepals look like feet. 

1.       

2.       

3.       

4.       

5.       

She found something that looked exactly like a kiwi. 

Thomas surmised the feiwi. 

A feijoa had started growing upwards. 

The stem looks like a beak. 

It just happened to rest on a branch. 

Feiwi or kijoa? Freak fruit found growing in 
Kerikeri garden  



 

Complete the template on p14. Do this by generating ideas from the student/s to substitute the words 

in red. In your notebook, write the best word to replace the red font to create a new article. Correct 

the grammar where necessary. Reread your article like a reporter in a newsroom setting. 

NZ Herald Article: 
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The Article 
 

A 1) adjective-a NZ region woman has discovered what could be 

the ultimate Kiwi icon growing 2) where-location in a garden.  

While 3) verb-summer activity during the weekend, she found 

something that looked exactly like 4) singular noun 1-thing — al-

beit a slightly fuzzy 5) adjective-describe a wart one — perched 6) 

where-location in a tree of her 7) singular noun 2-thing tree. 

The grower of this combination of two great Kiwi icons wanted to 

8) verb-burglar’s action, lest her garden be invaded by 9) who 1, 

but she did let neighbour 10) who 2 take a photo. 

''If I hadn't seen it myself I would've thought it had been Photo-

shopped. It's a 11) adjective-describe a swamp freak of nature.'' 

12) who 2 surmised the 13) noun 1-combination name 

(combination of singular noun 2 and singular noun 1)— or possibly 

the 14) noun 2-combination name (combination of singular noun 1 

and singular noun 2) — had come about when 15) singular noun 2 

had started 16) verb-quirky action instead of 17) verb-powerful 

action, with 18) how-description of an action until it just happened 

to 19) verb-an action at a party. 

The stem looks like 20) singular noun 3-thing, the bulbous fruit re-

sembles 21) singular noun 4-thing, and the sepals-part of the 22) 

singular noun 2 flower look like 23) plural noun 1-thing. 

Alternative names include 24) noun 2-animation character name 

and 25) noun 3-Disney character name. 

The 26) singular noun 2 is part of the 27) noun 3-surname family of 

plants, along with 28) noun 4-graceful name, and 29) noun 5-

powerful name, making it vulnerable to 30) noun 6-evil name.  

Feiwi or kijoa? Freak fruit found growing in 
Kerikeri garden  



NZ Herald Article: 

1) adjective-a NZ region ______________/______________  

2) where-location in a garden ______________/______________  

3) verb-summer activity ______________/______________  

4) singular noun 1-thing ______________/______________ 

5) adjective-describe a wart ______________/______________ 

6) where-location in a tree ______________/______________  

7) singular noun 2-thing ______________/______________  

8) verb-burglar’s action ______________/______________  

9) who 1 ______________/______________  

10) who 2 ______________/______________  

11) adjective-describe a swamp ______________/____________  

12) who 2 (as above)   

13) noun 1-combination name (combination of singular noun 2 and 

singular noun 1) ______________/______________  

14) noun 2-combination name (combination of singular noun 1 and 

singular noun 2) ______________/______________  

15) singular noun 2 (as above)  

16) verb-quirky action ______________/______________  

17) verb-powerful action ______________/______________  

18) how-description of an action _____________/_____________  

19) verb-an action at a party ______________/______________  

20) singular noun 3-thing ______________/______________  

21) singular noun 4-thing ______________/______________  

22) singular noun 2 (as above)   

23) plural noun 1-thing ______________/______________  

24) noun 2-animation character name ____________/__________  

25) noun 3-Disney character name ____________/____________  

26) singular noun 2 (as above)   

27) noun 3-surname ______________/______________  

28) noun 4-graceful name ______________/______________  

29) noun 5-powerful name ______________/______________  

30) noun 6-evil name ______________/______________  

Feiwi or kijoa? Freak fruit found growing in 
Kerikeri garden  
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Here are some fun hands on activity projects to consider for your classes. 

 

1. Feijoas face a threat from an fungal disease called myrtle rust. Discuss threats to 

nature and the environment. 

2. Feijoas face a threat from an fungal disease called myrtle rust. Discuss threats to 

nature and the environment. 

 

3. The feijoa is part of the Myrtaceae family of plants, along with pohutukawa, 

mānuka and bottlebrush. Discuss the classification of humans. 

 

4. Other names for feijoa are pineapple guava, guavasteen and Chinese gooseberries. 

What are some alternative names for some of these common household items. 

NZ Herald Article: 
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A) 

B) 

C) 
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Final Test-Advanced 

 

Write the word to match the definition. 

NZ Herald Article: 

1.      a thing that is kept as a reminder of a person, place, or event  

2.      a particular arrangement of different elements  

3.      to a small degree; not considerably 

4.      enter a place with intrusive effect  

5.      alight or rest on something  

 

Circle the correct answer. 

1. What was growing in the woman’s backyard? 

2. How did the kiwi icon look?   

3. What is the reason for the shape of the kiwi icon? 

4. What part of the Kiwi icon doesn't look like part of a kiwi?      

5. What can kill the kiwi icon?      

a) a kiwi 

a) anonymous 

a) Photoshop 

a) the seeds  

a) a bend in the plant stem 

slightly       perched       combination       remain      invaded 
 

souvenir       surmised       instead       gravity       vulnerable 

c) a feijoa 

c) combination 

c) growth and gravity 

c) the stem  

c) growing upwards 

b) Northland  

b) slightly fuzzy 

b) DNA 

b) the sepals 

b) change in season 

d) a kiwifruit 

d) nature 

d) evolution 

d) the fruit 

d) exposure to myrtle rust 
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Final Test-Advanced 

 

Fill in the blank with the correct question word.  

NZ Herald Article: 

 

Rearrange the jumbled sentence into the correct order. 

1. found a like looked she exactly something kiwi that  

2. photo did let she Thomas take Karli neighbour a  

3. rest branch on a to happened just it 

4. resembles a the fruit kiwi's bulbous body  

5. of plants the family part feijoa Myrtaceae the is of  

1. While _____ fruit during the weekend, she found something. 

2. The grower of this _____ of two great Kiwi icons wanted to remain anonymous. 

3. Lest her garden be invaded _____ souvenir hunters. 

4. If I hadn't seen it _____, I would've thought it had been photoshopped.  

5. A feijoa had started growing _____. 

a) pick b) picks c) picking  d) picked 

a) combination  b) combining  c) combine d) combined 

a) to b) with c) for d) by 

a) myself  b) mineself  c) meself  d) Iself  

a) upgrade  b) upper c) upwards  d) up  
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Answer Key-Advanced 

p5-Reading for Information 
 

1. It was grown in Northland in a garden in a woman’s backyard. 

2. It is a slightly fuzzy kiwi looking feijoa. 

3. It was perching on a branch.  

4.  They are the Kiwi bird and feijoa. 

5. The feijoa started growing upwards and gravity caused it to bend over. 

6. The stem, fruit and sepals have human characteristics. 

7. There is the feijoa, pohutukawa, and manuka. 

8.  It can kill plants from the Myrtaceae family. 

 

p7-Cloze Activity 
 

1. invaded  2. instead   3. souvenir  4. slightly   5. vulnerable 

6. surmised  7. gravity   8. remain  9. combination  10. perched 

 

p8-Phrase Match 
 

1. f  2. g  3. h  4. a  5. e  6. c  7. b  8. d     

 

p8-Synonyms in Context 
 

1. breached  2. memento  3. somewhat   4. defenceless 

5. presumed  6. stayed  7. mix    8. settled 

 

p9 (examples)-Substitution Analysis  
 

1. A cactus-While shopping during the weekend, she bought something that felt exactly like a 

needle. 

2.  A bag of potatoes-If I hadn't lifted it myself, I would've thought it was only 1kg. 

3. During a deep sea dive- The shark just happened to glide past us. 

4. A clown– The wig looks like spaghetti, the nose resembles a severe mosquito bite. 

5. A stereo-The antenna is part of the stereo. 

 

p10 (examples)-Writing Chunks 
 

1. A beanstalk-Jack’s grandmother noticed a beanstalk growing in her backyard. 

2.  An artist-The artist wanted to remain anonymous during the exhibition. 

3. Star gazing-It’s a perfect night for star gazing. 

4. Do a spellathon-The idea had come about when the teachers were talking. 

5. A necklace-The diamond necklace was on the table making it vulnerable to thieves. 

NZ Herald Article: 
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Answer Key-Advanced 

p10 Albeit vs. Lest 
 

1. lest  

2.  albeit 

3. albeit 

4. lest  

 

p11-Prepositions and conjunctions 
 

1. in  2. during  3. albeit   4. lest   5. or 

6. when  7. until   8. and   9. of   10. with 

 

p12-Question Words 
 

1. What has  2. When did  3. What kind of freak is 4. What does 5. How do 

 

p12-Question Writing 
 

1. What did she find? 

2. What did Thomas do? 

3. Where had a feijoa start growing? 

4. How does the stem look? 

5. Where did it just happen to rest? 

 
 

 

 

NZ Herald Article: 
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Answer Key-Final Test-Advanced 
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p15-Vocabulary  
 

1. souvenir  2. combination  3. slightly  4. invaded  5. perched 

 

p15-Comprehension 
 

1. c  2. b  3. c  4. a  5. d 

 

p16-Grammar 
 

1. c  2. a  3. d  4. a  5. c 

 

p16-Writing 
 

1. She found something that looked exactly like a kiwi. 

2. She did let neighbour Karli Thomas take a photo. 

3. It just happened to rest on a branch. 

4. The bulbous fruit resembles a kiwi's body. 

5. The feijoa is part of the Myrtaceae family of plants. 


